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from a tea-tree are offered to the guardian spirit of the tea ;
and a sick person will hang a basketful of flowers, rice, and
curry on a branch of a banyan tree as an offering to the tree-
spirit, who is supposed to be causing the sickness, while at
the same time the sufferer prays the spirit to pardon his
offence and to heal his disease. But to make a barren tree
bear fruit stronger measures are employed. The owner gets
a friend to climb up into the branches, while he himself
takes up his post with a sword or spear at the foot of the tree.
Then, resting the point of the weapon against the trunk, he
sternly demands of the tree, " Wilt thou bear fruit ? " To
this the man in the tree, acting as mouthpiece of the tree-
spirit, answers, " I shall bear fruit." The owner then threatens
to kill the tree if it does not keep its word by bearing fruit;
and again the pretended tree-spirit among the boughs gives
an earnest promise of bearing a plentiful crop, and entreats
the irate owner not to cut him down. Similar modes of in-
ducing barren trees to do their duty are not unknown in
Europe. And corresponding to the European ritual of the
last sheaf of corn is the ritual of the last sheaf of rice among
the Palaungs. The last sheaf left standing on the rice-field is
cut by the oldest man living in the house of the owner of the
field ; and having been made up in the figure of a man, it is
placed on the threshing-floor, where the harvesters kneel
before it and return thanks for the harvest. It is then carried
to the house and placed beside the images of'Buddha in the
domestic shrine. There, if it remains in good condition, it is
kept till next harvest, when it may again be carried to the
threshing-floor to receive again the homage of the harvesters.
In this ritual of the harvest-field and the threshing-floor it
is not rash to discern a worship of the rice-spirit, which is
probably far older than Buddhism. Here, as elsewhere, a
simple religion of Nature has preceded, and may yet survive,
a great historical religion, the fruit of profound philosophical
thought and of lofty moral aspiration.